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A Paper Crane Is Fairly Simple To Make. 
Here Are The Steps: 
  

1. Begin with a perfectly square piece of 
paper. Paper can be found in most craft 
stores (see our list, below). Traditionally, the 
paper is colored on only one side, but you can 
use paper colored on both sides, for dramatic 
effects. Now... fold, and fold again.  

2. Fold once again, and unfold. Be sure to flip 
this and fold exactly the same on the other 
side, so that the folds are flexible on both 
sides of your art. 

 

3. Lift the front right corner up and over to 
the left. 

 

4. Flatten your work. 

 

5. Flip over and repeat steps 2-3. 

 

Page 1 of 10

© 2005 Origami-Soup.com • All Rights Reserved. 

http://www.origami-soup.com


6. Flatten your work again. Essentially, what 
you've done in the steps up to step 5 is to 
make a smaller square from where you 
began. Lay the paper with the light pink 
(interior) side facing upwards. Bring in the 
side corners, while bringing the top corner 
down. You then have your smaller square. 

 

7. Fold top sheet to center. In other words -- 
With the open side pointing towards the left, 
fold one corner of your paper square so that 
the edge is lined up with the center line. 

 

8. And again on the other side... 

 

9. With both sides done, this is what you get. 
Fold the top piece down, and unfold. Flip and 
do the other side, again making the fold very 
flexible in both directions. Crease your paper 
very hard. 
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10. Open folds 7 and 8. 

 

11. Lift up top sheet. 

 

12. Flatten. 
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13. Flip over. 

 

14. Repeat steps 7-13. 

 

15. When you lay it flat, it now looks like 
this... Make sure your creases are hard, and 
that you've done these steps on both sides. 
You now have an elongated diamond shape. 

 

Page 4 of 10

© 2005 Origami-Soup.com • All Rights Reserved. 

http://www.origami-soup.com


16. Fold top sheet along dotted lines. In other 
words, with the open end towards the left in 
the graphic, fold in one flap in so that the 
edge lines up with the center line. 

 

17. Repeat step 16 for the other flap. 
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18. Flip over and repeat steps 16-18 for the 
other side. 

 

19. Fold over the sides, as shown, and lay 
your art flat. 
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20. Fold up along dotted lines. Another way to 
say this is to fold up the top flap on the open 
end, so that the tip of the lower flap reaches 
the tip of upper flap 

 

21. ...and your art will now look like this. Fold 
two of the flaps over and repeat step 20 for 
the other lower flap. 

 

22. Unfold and tuck sides up into folds. 
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23. So, now your piece looks like this... Be 
sure to do both sides. 

 

24. Blow to inflate, and pull the wings out 
gently. 

 

25. Fold head along dotted line, unfold, and 
tuck into fold. In other words, invert the fold 
of one of the upper tips to form the head. Pull 
back the other tip to form the tail. Gently 
position all pieces -- head, tail, and wings -- 
until your crane is perfect!  

26. Your Cherries & Pink Paper Crane! 
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Resources List 

Origami Papers 
 

 

 
Origami Paper  
John Montroll  

Best Price $1.95 
or Buy New $4.95 

 
Privacy Information 

Large Origami Papers 
 

 

 
Large Origami Paper  
Dover Publications...  

Best Price $4.28 
or Buy New $6.95 

 
Privacy Information 

Metallic Foil Origami Papers 
 

 

 
Metallic Foil Origami 

Paper  
Dover Publications...  

Best Price $4.10 
or Buy New $5.95 

 
Privacy Information 

Origami Papers - Pastels 
 

 

 
Origami Paper Pastel  

Tuttle Publishing  
Best Price $3.75 

or Buy New $5.95 

 
Privacy Information 

Fluorescent Origami Papers 
 

 

 
Origami Paper 

Fluorescent  
Tuttle Publishing  
Best Price $4.10 

or Buy New $5.35 

 
Privacy Information 

Patterned Origami Papers 
 

 

 
Origami Paper Pattern  

Tuttle Publishing  
Best Price $3.94 

or Buy New $5.95 

 
Privacy Information 
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Rainbow Origami Papers 
 

 

 
Rainbow Patterned 

Origami Papers  
Dover Publications...  

Best Price $3.25 
or Buy New $4.95 

 
Privacy Information 

Encyclopedia of Origami 
 

 

 
Encyclopedia of Origami 

and Papercra...  
Paul Jackson  

Best Price $6.94 
or Buy New  

 
Privacy Information 

Origami For The First Time 
 

      

 
Origami for the first time 

Soonboke Smith  
Best Price $11.84 

or Buy New $19.95 

 
Privacy Information 

Adapted from several online Origami sites. 
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